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class notes

1950s
Luther H. Smith (BS 1950 mechani-

cal engineering) received the UI 
Alumni Association Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Achievement 
in June. Smith, a Tuskegee Airman, 
was also inducted into the Iowa 
Aviation Hall of Fame, October 7 in 
Greenfield, Iowa. 

Marvin Sedlacek (BS 1953, MS 
1954 mechanical engineering) and 
wife Barbara of Surf City, N.J. were 
on campus October 9. During 
his employment with Aerojet he 
was assigned to the Titan project. 
Following the project he was 
employed with General Electric 
until his retirement.

1960s
Philip Frances (MS 1960 mechani-

cal engineering, PhD 1965 mechan-
ics and hydraulics) published his 
third book, Reconstructing Alma 
Mater: The Coming Crisis in Higher 
Education—A Blueprint for Reform.

Jin Wu (MS 1961, PhD 1964 
mechanics and hydraulics) was 
named Distinguished Visiting Senior 
Scholar in the John W. Kluge 
Center at the Library of Congress. 
Wu will study Zheng He, a Chinese 
explorer and major figure in the 
history of navigation, and look at 
the scientific details of the voyages, 
such as navigation, shipbuilding, and 
logistics. He is a member of the 
IIHR—Hydroscience & Engineering 
Advisory Board.

Koladi Kripanarayanan (MS 
1967, PhD 1970 civil engineer-
ing) was awarded the 2005 Peter 
Courtois Memorial Award for 
professional achievement by the 
Tilt-Up Concrete Association. 
Kripanarayanan, better known as 
Dr. Krip throughout the industry, 
authored “Tilt-Up-Load-Bearing 
Walls” and developed a compre-
hensive computer program that 
permitted construction of taller 
and thinner walls.

1970s
Rick Naber (BS 1970 civil engi-

neering) and his wife Madelyn of 
Marble Falls, Tex., were highlighted 
along with their Texas winery, Flat 
Creek Estates, in the August Iowa 
Alumni Magazine.

1980s
A reception held September 26 in 

Taipei, Taiwan was attended by 
about 50 alumni and their families. 
Jimmy Chen (MS 1981 indus-
trial and management engineering) 
co-hosted the event with Dean P. 
Barry Butler. Professors V.C. 
Patel and L.D. Chen, Department 
of Mechanical Engineering, and Kate 
Metcalf, assistant director of devel-
opment, UI Foundation, were also in 
attendance.

Michael P. Maley (BS 1981 mechan-
ical engineering) is senior vice 
president of international business 
development and project execu-
tion for Fuel Tech, Inc. in Batavia, Ill. 
He is responsible for all sales and 
marketing activities outside the 
United States as well as the design, 
construction and operation of all 
Fuel Tech installations worldwide.

Mohammed N. Arabi-Katibi (MS 
1982 civil engineering) is presi-
dent of FTR International, Inc., a 
construction and engineering firm 
located in Irvine, Calif. 

Aaron Buchwald (BS 1982 chemi-
cal engineering) and his brother 
Ted Buchwald (BS 2002 electri-
cal engineering) are the co-found-
ers of Mobius Semiconductors, an 
Irvine, Calif. company that provides 
digitally compensated analog-to-
digital conversion for use in high-
volume communications.

Hong-Yuan Lee (MS 1982, PhD 
1984 civil and environmental engi-
neering), professor, National Taiwan 
University. Deputy Governor, 
Taipei County, Taiwan, and for-
mer commissioner, WRD Taiwan 
Provincial Government, was on 
campus August 18 to present an 
IIHR—Hydroscience & Engineering 
seminar titled “From Engineer, 
Professor to Politician—My Taiwan 
Experience.” In September Lee 
hosted College of Engineering visi-
tors in Taipei.

Kelly Ortberg (BS 1982 mechanical 
engineering) has been appointed 
executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of commercial sys-
tems at Rockwell Collins, Inc., Cedar 
Rapids. He is responsible for the 
company’s aviation electronics, com-
munications and cabin systems for 
the air transport, business aviation, 
and regional airline markets.

Matt Ward (BS 1984 chemical 
engineering) has been named 
plant manager of the Monsanto 
Company’s Muscatine plant.

Lisa Friis (BS 1985 biomedical 
engineering, MS 1987 mechanical 
engineering) assistant profes-

Homecoming Tailgate Open House 2006

Melvin (BS 1960, MS 1969 mechanical engineering) and Carolyn Holubar  
of Marion, Iowa.

Michael, Samantha (BS 2005 biomedical engineering) and Trudy Lane  
of Johnsburg, Ill.

James, John (BS 1993 electrical engineering) and Katharine Cummings  
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
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sor of mechanical engineering 
at the University of Kansas in 
Lawrence and partner in Sunflower 
Biotechnology Group LLC, was 
named an entrepreneur “innova-
tor” for the Kansas Technology 
Corporation’s PIPELINE 
(Promoting Innovation, Providing 
Education & Leadership, Investing in 
New Entrepreneurs) program.

Jody Howard (BS 1986 electrical 
engineering) has been appointed 
director of social responsibil-
ity for Caterpillar Corporation, 
Peoria, Ill. Howard will oversee 
worldwide employee safety and 
environmental protection for the 
company. Howard also is completing 
a several-year stint as site purchas-
ing manager, at Grenoble / Mec-
Track / EDC-Wackersdorf, Global 
Purchasing Europe, for Caterpillar. 
She is a member of the College of 
Engineering Advisory Board.

Greg Kirsch (BS 1987 electrical engi-
neering), attorney and shareholder 
with Needle & Rosenberg, Atlanta, 
Ga. was an invited speaker at the 
Intellectual Property Rights in the 
Financial Services Sector conference 
in London, England. He presented 
“Practical tips and strategies for 
pursuing patents for financial services 
inventions.” Kirsch was also listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America® 2007. 
He is a member of the College of 
Engineering Advisory Board.

John Lemkuil (BS 1988 electrical 
engineering) of Tokyo, Japan, hosted 
a luncheon for University of Iowa 
visitors Professors V.C. Patel, L.D. 
Chen, Dean P. Barry Butler, and 
Kate Metcalf, assistant director of 
development, UI Foundation.

 

1990s
Kristen Jakobsen Osenga (BS 

1994 biomedical engineering) 
joined the faculty of the University 
of Richmond School of Law as 
an assistant professor, where she 
teaches and writes on patent law 
and intellectual property.

Alyse Stofer (BS 1997 biomedical 
engineering) was the recipient of a 
Distinguished New Engineer Award 
at the Society of Women Engineers 
National Conference held October 
12-14 in Kansas City, Mo. The award 
honors women engineers who have 
been actively engaged in engineer-
ing, have demonstrated outstanding 
technical performance, and have had 
no more than 10 years of cumula-
tive engineering experience.

Kelvin Gregory (MS 1997, PhD 
2002 civil and environmental 
engineering) joined the faculty 
in the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering at 
Carnegie Mellon University. His 
special field of knowledge is envi-
ronmental biotechnology, and his 
present research interests are in 
biological energy production for 
decentralized electricity needs.

2000s
Brad Baer, PE (BS 2001 civil engi-

neering) transitioned from assistant 
public works officer, Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., to 
Amphibious Construction Battalion 
ONE in Coronado, Calif. This is his 
third tour of duty as a US Navy 
civil engineer corps officer.

Kendra McCoy (BS 2001 industrial 
engineering) is the Labor Relations 
Representative for Caterpillar Inc., 
Joliet, Ill.. Kendra has been working 
for Caterpillar since January 2002 
and completed the Manufacturing 
Professionals Development 
Program at the end of 2004. In 
her current role, she is part of the 
Human Resources Department 
and handles issues related to oper-
ations supervisor training, employee 
communications, and facilitation of 
the labor agreement.

Jaron J Christoph (BS 2002 indus-
trial engineering) is employed as 
a senior industrial engineer with 
Rockwell Collins, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa.

Ben Ratcliff (BS 2003 indus-
trial engineering) stopped at the 
College while participating in 
the Des Moines Register’s Annual 
Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa 
(RAGBRAI). He is employed 
with Accenture, Inc. and is cur-
rently working on a project in San 
Francisco, Calif.

Ori Sivan (BS 2004 civil engineer-
ing) is president and co-owner 
of Greenmaker Supply, a Chicago 
distributor and retailer that won a 
2006 Innovate Illinois award in the 
environmental category. The com-
pany offers low-impact products, 
from non-toxic paints and stains to 
energy-efficient windows and recy-
cled glass tile. Sivan was on campus 
September 27-30 to participate in 
the UI 2006 Energy Expo and the 
Engineers for a Sustainable World 
National Conference.

1930s
Claude A. Houck (BS 1935 

mechanical engineering) of Palm 
Desert, Calif., December 3, 2005.

Allan A. Blatherwick (BS 
1936 Electrical Engineering) of 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Doro B. Perez (BS 1936 chemical 
engineering) of Mexico.

Philip E. DeVoe (BS 1937, MS 1938 
chemical engineering) of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, September 19, 2006.

Robert I. Hale (BS 1937 mechanical 
engineering) of Sun City, Calif., 
March 2006.

Joe Safra (BS 1937 electrical 
engineering) of Istanbul, Turkey.

Roberto Lopez Fabrega (BS 1938 
civil engineering) of Panama City, 
Panama.

James B. Vernon (BS 1938, MS 
1939 mechanical engineering) of 
West Covina, Calif., on October 
31, 2005.

1940s
George Katres (BS 1941 electrical 

engineering) of Sioux City, Iowa, 
January 25, 2005.

John R. Hughes (BS 1942 electrical 
engineering) of Buffalo, N.Y., May 
16, 2006.

Cyril T. Noon (BS 1942 mechanical 
engineering) of Pittsford, N.Y., July 
30, 2006.

William D. Cohen (BS 1947 
chemical engineering) of 
Orangedale, Canada, December 
10, 2004.

Woodrow B. “Ben” Clendenen 
(BS 1948 chemical engineering) of 
West Des Moines, Iowa, January 
20, 2006.

Robert R. Meardon (BS 1948 
mechanical engineering) of Glen 
Head, N.Y., February 6, 2005.

Edward P. Wright (BS 1948 
mechanical engineering) of Etowah, 
N.C., May 12, 2006.

Orion M. Huffer (BS 1949 
mechanical engineering) of Ames, 
Iowa, December 23, 2005.

George S. Overby (BS 1949 civil 
engineering) of Tempe, Ariz., July 
19, 2006.

William M. Pahel (BS 1949 
electrical engineering) of Forest, Va., 
May 2005.

1950s
Maynard K. Bennett (BS 1950 

electrical engineering) of Sioux City, 
Iowa, December 12, 2005.

John J. Owens (BS 1950 mechanical 
engineering) of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
August 19, 2006.

Vern L. Petersen (BS 1950 
electrical engineering) of 
Davenport, Iowa, August 7, 2006.

Harold W. Fairchild (BS 1952 
mechanical engineering) of 
Lancaster, Calif., August 2, 2004.

Donald B. Hamer (BS 1952 
mechanical engineering) of Saint 
Charles, Mo., December 31, 2005.

Charles Springer (BS 1952, 
MS 1955, PhD 1964 chemical 
engineering) of Fayetteville, Ark., 
June 18, 2006.

Edward E. Byrnes, Jr, (BS 1953 
mechanical engineering) of Willow 
Street, Pa., August 23, 2006.

Robert H. Berdo (BS 1956 
chemical engineering) of 
Annandale, Va., January 14, 2006.

Milton Martin (MS 1958, PhD 1959 
mechanical & hydraulics) of Silver 
Spring, Md., March 16, 2006.

Richard L. Rosenberger (BS 1959 
civil engineering) of Sacramento, 
Calif., January 15, 2006.

1960s
Arlin Dennis Loken (BS 1960, MS 

1966 mechanical engineering) of 
Springfield, Ill., September 6, 2006.

Jagdish M. Shah (MS 1961 civil 
engineering) of Taylors, S.C., August 
11, 1999.

Joseph L. Riley (MS 1964 electrical 
engineering) of Indianola, Iowa, June 
24, 2006.

1970s
Craig W. Clausen (BS 1975, MS 

1977 mechanical engineering) of 
Davenport, Iowa, July 25, 2006.

1990s
George K. Schoneman (MS 1992 

electrical engineering) of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, August 6, 2006.

in memoriam
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Von Ahsen, Gary, Jefferson, Iowa
VoPava, Stephen M., Long Beach, Calif.
Wagner, David M., Carmel, Ind.
Wahle, Andreas, Iowa City, Iowa
Walljasper-Kunesh,  

Racheal, Concord, N.C.
Walters, Wayne L., Lakeville, Minn.
Wang, Hui-ping, Troy, Mich.
Waring, Joseph H., U.S. Govt., Military
Weber, Fonda L., Marshalltown, Iowa
Weber, Lyle S., II, Marshalltown, Iowa
Weede, James R., Quincy, Ill.
Weede, Karen, Quincy, Ill.
Wegener, Mark H., Burlington, Iowa
Weirather, Robert R., Quincy, Ill.
Welp, Robert R., Naples, Fla.
Wendel, Kelley, Maroa, Ill.
Wendel, Phil, Maroa, Ill.
Werner, Mark D., West Branch, Iowa
West, Jeremy A., Minneapolis, Minn.
Wheelan, Thomas A., Houston, Texas
Wheeler, Carol J., Osage Beach, Mo.
Wheeler, Harold R., III,  

Osage Beach, Mo.
Whipple, Bryan, Houston, Texas
Whipple, Tracy, Houston, Texas
Wickham, Matt R., Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Wilkinson, Margaret K., Covina, Calif.
Wilkinson, Roger N., Covina, Calif.
Williams, Paul D., Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Wilson, Angeline M.,  

Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Wilson, Curtis L., Ponca City, Okla.
Wilson, Douglas F., Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Wilson, Gerald A., Madison, Wis.
Wilson, James R., Westchester, Calif.
Wilson, Mildred G., Madison, Wis.
Winnike, Elisabeth, Georgetown, Texas
Winnike, Richard P.,  

Georgetown, Texas
Witruk, Deborah T., St. Louis, Mo.
Witruk, Eric B., St. Louis, Mo.
Wolf, Adam J., Cedar Falls, Iowa
Wollenweber, Scott D., Waukesha, Wis.
Wolter, Donna J., Marion, Iowa
Wolter, Robert H., Marion, Iowa
Wood, Shannon J., West Chester, Pa.
Wright, Charles C., Frederica, Del.
Wright, Jean C., Frederica, Del.
Wu, Chun-Yen, Canton, Mich.
Wu, Swei-Hwa L., Canton, Mich.
Xu, Haiyan, Rochester Hills, Mich.
Xu, Lichun, Naperville, Ill.
Yaggy, Ronald V., Rochester, Minn.
Yakish, Alan G., Waterloo, Iowa
Yakish, Sally B., Waterloo, Iowa
Yao, Jenche, Armonk, N.Y.
Yao, Mei C., Armonk, N.Y.
Yeh, Nancy J., Fremont, Calif.
Yeh, Tso-Ping, Fremont, Calif.
Yu, Hsiao-Ming, T’ai-pei, Taiwan
Yuppa, William F., Lodi, N.J.
Ziegelbein, Kurt J., La Crosse, Wis.

opportunities—such as presenting at a con-
ference or traveling for a research opportu-
nity—as they arise. 

Creating Programs of 
National Distinction
	 Extraordinary education and ground-
breaking research occur within innova-
tive programs established by the college, 
often with the help of private supporters. 
These programs—such as the Caterpillar 
Engineering Colloquium series, the 
Herbert E. Storer Engineering Student 
Entrepreneurial Start-Up Award, and the 
Randall and Barbara Meyer Innovation 
Fund, to name just a few—are the heart of 
the college’s curriculum. 
	 In perfect step with the college’s 
goal to educate engineers who are also 
“something more,” Tom Hanson—a 1960 
mechanical engineering graduate of the 
college—and his wife, Nancy, of Hinsdale, 
Illinois, endowed the Hanson Center for 
Technical Communication. Established 
in 2004, the center offers engineering 
students a comprehensive resource for 
developing communication skills as part of 
their engineering education. Centers like 
this are part of a growing trend, and some-
thing we’re proud of at The University of 
Iowa. For the second consecutive year, the 
UI is one of 16 institutions appearing in 
the 2007 U.S. News & World Report listing 
titled “Writing In The Disciplines,” which 
recognizes institutions that “typically make 
writing a priority at all levels of instruction 
and across the curriculum.”
	 During the campaign, contributors 
gave almost $8 million to help develop 
first-rate programs, including the creation 
of endowed programmatic funds and 
endowed research funds. 

Building World-Class 
Facilities
	 A top-tier college requires an optimal 
learning, teaching, and research environ-
ment. Thanks to the help of private con-
tributors, our college offers just that, with 
the Seamans Center for the Engineering 
Arts and Sciences, the C. Maxwell Stanley 
Hydraulics Laboratory, and the Lucille A. 
Carver Mississippi Riverside Environmental 
Research Station near Muscatine, Iowa. 
	 During the campaign, contributors 
gave more than $13.1 million to help 
build and renovate these and other facili-
ties throughout the college.

What’s Next?
	 The Good. Better. Best. Iowa campaign 
has reached its successful conclusion, and 
that’s something to look back on with 
pride…but the demand to excel continues. 
	 In the field of engineering, there is 
always something new to be discovered, 
and we will never run out of problems to 
solve. Thanks to our generous alumni and 
friends, the UI College of Engineering will 
continue to provide the best education pos-
sible for students who want to do just that. 

For more information on 
supporting the UI College of 
Engineering, please contact:
Kevin Collins
Executive Director of Development
College of Engineering
The University of Iowa Foundation
P.O. Box 4550
Iowa City, Iowa 52244-4550
319-335-3305 / 800-648-6973
kevin-collins@uiowa.edu

On behalf of the students, faculty, and staff of the UI College of Engineering, 
The University of Iowa, and the UI Foundation I would like to express my 
heartfelt gratitude to all who supported the college during Good. Better. 
Best. Iowa: The Campaign to Advance Our Great University. Together, 
we are building a better future for students, Iowa, and the world. Thank you!

P. Barry Butler, Dean

Continued from the inside front cover
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The Rose & Joseph B. Summers Electr-
onic Classroom at the College of Engin-
eering has entered a new, pioneering era 
in computer teaching technology, termed 
to be the first of its kind anywhere. At the 
start of Spring Semester, specially designed 
and manufactured Hewlett-Packard laptop 
computers (selected because the classroom 
is used throughout the day for other classes 
that don’t employ personal computer tech-
nology) were installed by the College’s 
Computer Systems Support group to 
accommodate each of the 72 student posi-
tions in the classroom. 

From previous experience teaching 
programming classes, Gary E. Christensen, 
Robert and Virginia Wheeler Faculty 
Fellow in Engineering and associate profes-
sor of electrical and computer engineering, 
witnessed how well students responded to 
learning programming using the comput-
ers during lectures.

Computers 
go “Laptop” 
in Summers 

Electronic 
Classroom
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“I think the classroom arrangement is a 
big success,” Christensen noted. “I have had 
a lot of positive feedback about the interac-
tive nature of the lectures. Students are 
beginning to participate more as they gain 
confidence with their programming skills.”

“One of the great things is that stu-
dents will write many more programs than 
in the old version of the class which used 
slide projection. They write small programs 
during almost every class,” he added. “They 
also are learning the mechanics of how to 
use the software tools.”

Planning, purchasing, and installation 
of the computers also provided a lesson in 
urgency. Christensen and the Computer 
Systems Support group—led by Director 
Doug Eltoft—rushed the project from start 
to finish in only 45 days, with minimal 
changes along the way. Normally the task 
would have taken six months, including 
ordering and building the laptops.

The Summers Electronic Classroom 
is named for the late Joe Summers (BS 
1948 civil engineering) and his wife, Rose. 
Summers made a profound impact on 
water conservation and preservation in 
the water-starved West. For more than 40 
years, Summers Engineering in Hanford, 
California, has provided consultation ser-
vices to major irrigation and drainage 
projects around the world. Summers, who 
died in 2006, was honored as a member of 
the College’s Distinguished Engineering 
Alumni Academy (www.engineering.
uiowa.edu/honor-wall/alumni-academy/
members/summers.html) and received the 
2002 University of Iowa Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Service. In fact, an “elec-
tronic” classroom was in Summers wishes 
from the start. Now, with the new laptop 
computers, this makes the classroom name 
even more relevant and important.




