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Abstract 

The results of a casting yield survey of steel foundries taken in the first quarter of 1997 are presented. 
Data collected in the survey includes the average, best case, and worst case castings yields for steel castings, 
and statistical data on the factors which influence casting yield. The average casting yield was found to be 
53.3%, and the average best and worst case casting yields were found to be 72.7% and 33.2% respectively, 
based on a per response average. The response rate for this survey was 40% of the North American steel 
foundries contacted. Production, end-use, steel type, geometry, and risering methodology factors were 
identified and ranked in importance affecting casting yield. The following were statistically identified as 
important positive factors on casting yield, where yield increases with their increase: tons produced per 
pattern, amount of railroad and wear resistant end-use production, average section thickness, and use of 
risering rules developed in-house. A negative impact on yield was found to be related to pump and valve end- 
use production, and corrosion resistant steel production. The quantitative contributions of these factors on 
casting yield are presented. Unconventional yield improvements were rated very low relative to methods 
currently in use. Induction heating, compressed air cooling and stacking of castings were indicated as 
unconventional methods which had been attempted in foundries. 
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lNTRODUCTlON 

It is commonly believed that the average metal yield in the steel casting industry is approximately 50 
to 55 percent. A primary goal of conducting the casting yield survey is to determine the yield with statistical 
accuracy for steel casting foundries. Regardless of the precise average yield, it can be safely assumed that 
most foundries must melt about twice as much steel as will be shipped as finished products. The resulting 
negative consequences of lower casting yield include additional costs in remelting scrapped steel (estimated 
to account for 7% of the total casting cost), the need for increased capacities for melt furnaces and melt 
handling, and increased costs associated with additional labor, molding and sand use. Increasing casting 
yield is therefore a major research priority for the Steel Founders’ Society of America (SFSA). 

As part of that research plan, the SFSA is currently supporting a research project to achieve increased 
casting yield through new directional solidification techniques. The present casting yield survey was 
developed and conducted with the goals that it would assess the current yield performance among SFSA 
member companies, provide quantitative data on the casting process variables which affect yield (and to what 
extent), and poll the membership on promising yield improvement methods. From operational experience, 
it is understood that casting yield depends on factors such as type of casting (i.e. size, shape complexity, 
weight, and section thickness), alloys used, molding media and methods, and foundry practice (i.e. risering 
methods). The survey was designed to produce quantitative data on the relative importance of these factors. 
Finally, to further support the ongoing research project, it is hoped that the survey results will help identify 
types of castings and foundry practices as good candidates for application of the yield improvement 
techniques being developed as part of the project. 

Important objectives for the survey are summarized below: 

Obtain quantitative data on the current level of casting yield in steel foundries. 

Obtain data on the current methods of risering and yield improvement used. 

Acquire input from steel foundries on best yield improvement methods to pursue and 
important issues to consider in research. 

Use acquired data to correlate casting yield with casting variables. 

Use survey results in identifying and prioritizing yield improvement techniques. 

SURVEY DESCRIPTION
The survey questionnaire was developed with input from the SFSA and SFSA member foundries. 

The result was a compact survey considering the amount of information collected. Following its development 
and approval, the survey was mailed from the SFSA to a pool of 93 foundries located in the U.S. and Canada. 
The response rate for the survey was 40%. 

The survey was divided into four sections; a general information section for contact data, and three 
sections of questions. The three question sections include general foundry characterization questions (section 
II with questions 1 through 9), current yield information questions (section Ill with questions 10 through 13), 
and questions regarding yield improvement methods (section IV with questions 14 through 18). The general 
foundry characterization questions covered information on tonnage, number of units of production, molding 
methods, typical casting geometry, and type of steels cast. For geometry data, participants were asked to give 
the minimum, maximum and average section thicknesses and the maximum dimensions for their typical 
castings’ length, width, and height for a typical casting they produce. Annual energy usage for melting, and 
melting practice by weight percent of tonnage was also requested. 

Participants were directly asked for their average casting yield, which can be checked with the 
computed yield in the previous section for answer consistency. They were also asked to provide their highest 
possible yield on a “best case” casting and their worst yield on a “worst case” casting. The questions in the 
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final section were developed to collect data on issues dealing with yield improvement; identifying obstacles 
and looking for solutions. Causes of lowered casting yield and defects which limit yield were rated for 
importance, and conventional and unconventional methods of increasing casting yield were rated for 
effectiveness. Data in the SFSA Directory of Steel Founders and Buyers Guide was used to collect the 
foundries’ end-use as percentage of their tonnage. 

RESULTS FOR THE SURVEY OF STEEL CASTING YlELD

Data from the survey was entered into an Excel spreadsheet “database”, and selected data from 
the spreadsheet was analyzed using the SAS statistical. The SAS program was used to produce the linear 
regression, ANOVA analysis (single and multivariate). Results from the survey’s general foundry 
characterization section (section II) were also compared with results from two previous studies undertaken 
by the SFSA, the 1995 Capacity Study and the 1995 End-Use Survey, to confirm that the pool of respondents 
is representative of the industry. Extensive detail of the survey results is given in the survey report submitted 
to the SFSA (Steel Founders’ Society of America 1997 Casting Yield Survey). 

Survey Production Data and Sample Pool Comparisons 

Data for the respondents’ yearly production in tonnage and units produced per casting weight class 
are summarized in Table I. The weight class with the most tonnage produced is the 1000 to 5000 Ib class. 
Also note the 25 to 50 Ib class has a marked drop in percentage of the overall tonnage; otherwise, the 
distribution of tonnage is fairly uniform over the weight. The smallest weight class range has the majority of 
the unit production with 62% of units produced in the 0 to 25 Ib class. Comparing the survey casting size 
distribution with the SFSA 1995 Capacity Study required combining the two lowest yield survey classes into 
one 0 to 50 Ib class. This weight class was 10% of the total production in the capacity study as compared to 
26% in the yield survey indicating that the survey results may be biased slightly to smaller casting weights. 

The percentage of tonnage produced by steel type and molding method is presented Table II. Again, 
comparisons were made with the SFSA 1995 Capacity Study, and the comparisons showed that the survey 
sample pool is similar in distribution to the capacity study. One main difference appeared in the carbon and 
low alloy classes where the survey results appeared to have an almost exact opposite distribution, and the 
yield pool is dominated by the plain carbon steel type producers. The comparison between the survey 
production breakdown by molding method and that from the 1995 Capacity Study is good, and the survey 
response pool appeared the same here. 

Product end-use data collected from the survey responses in combination with data in the SFSA 
Directory was used to produce the data given in Table III. The end-use of castings by total tonnage of 
participants in the 1995 End-Use Survey is also given in Table III. The main differences between them appear 
in the mining, construction and railroad categories. It appears that the yield survey pool is biased more heavily 
to mining and construction, and much less to the railroad category. Note that the yield survey sample pool 
appears to under represent the railroad producers by about 20%. Although, it is clear that railroad is the 
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dominant end-use market represented in the yield survey pool. 

A summary of averages and standard deviations from the section I survey data discussed above is 
given in Table IV. In all categories in Table IV the wide range of responses (as reflected in the minimum and 
maximum ranges, and large standard deviations) demonstrate the diverse production circumstances under 
which respondent steel foundries operate. The average casting weight showed a wide range with a large 
disparity between the mean and median average casting weight. In addition to examining factors directly 
requested in the survey, several possible yield contributing factors were derived by combining survey 
answers; the distribution of total units shipped to number of different patterns ratio, the tonnage per pattern 
ratio, the typical casting box volume to casting weight ratio, and the average casting box modulus. 

Casting Geometry Data 

The reported minimum, maximum and average section thickness data (in inches) for a typical casting 
are plotted in Figures 1, 2, and 3 respectively. The minimum section thickness data has many samples in the 
0.15 to 0.45 in range. The distributions of the minimum and average thickness are much more skewed to the 
lower values than the maximum thickness. The maximum thickness is more balanced and Gaussian. The 
data for section thickness is summarized in Table V. The maximum typical casting dimensions for length, 
width and height are also summarized in Table V. These geometry distributions show good variation with 
relatively few outliers. The average values for each thickness and length category are summarized graphically 
in Figure 4 along with error bars indicating ± one standard deviation. 
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Energy Use, Melting and Pouring 

The survey respondents’ melting practice as a percentage of total was compared with the melt 
practice data reported in the 1995 SFSA Capacity Study. This showed the yield survey sample to be 
somewhat more highly skewed to the electric arc melting. The average reported energy (kW-hr) used per ton 
of metal melted was found to be 592 kW-hr per ton, and from the reported tonnage of castings shipped, the 
energy used per ton of metal shipped was found to be 1219 kW-hr per ton shipped. The average energy 
usage per ton of castings shipped is remarkably close to the value of 1300 kW-hr/ton as reported by 
McNaughton (1977), and is about 6% less. Also, there was a statistically significant relationship (found by 
ANOVA testing at the 0.15 level) between decreasing power usage per ton for foundries with increasing total 
tonnage; this data and its linear regression are shown in Figure 5. The average percentage of metal lost in 
the pouring process was found to be 9.43%. 

Responses to Yield Improvement Questions 

In the yield improvement section of the survey, respondents were asked to evaluate reasons for lower 
yield, relative importance of various defects to casting yield and various conventional and unconventional yield 
improvement techniques. In Table VI the averages and standard deviations of the responses to the questions 
concerned with defects and reasons for lower yield are given. The respondents were asked to rate them from 
1 (of lesser importance) to 4 (of the most importance). Unsurprisingly, since it is the reason risers, for the 
most important defect limiting casting yield ( the most important obstacle) according to respondents was 
internal shrinkage and voids. The standard deviation shows that there is very little disagreement on that 
defect. Microporosity and cracks are the next most important with nearly identical responses, and this is 
followed by macrosegregation (for which there is the most disagreement). Overly conservative rules did not 
rate high as a reason for lower yield, but it was statistically shown that the risering rules are a significant factor 
effecting yield. Yield improvement methods performing poorly are not an important factor in low yield. 
Apparently yield improvement methods can only do so much, and are not a reason for casting yields being 
low. 

The evaluation of conventional and unconventional yield improvement techniques are presented in 
Tables VII and VIII. This feedback identified worthwhile yield improvement methods. Respondents were also 
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asked to indicate whether or not their foundry had used a given technique. For unconventional yield 
improvement methods, only induction heating of risers, compressed air chilling, and stacking were indicated 
as having been used by 1, 2, and 6 foundries respectively. The conventional improvement method 
evaluations are given in Table VII for all respondents and for only the respondents who used a given 
technique. The average responses are out of a possible high rating of 4. The use of computer simulation, 
insulating riser sleeves and changing the part design to make it casting friendly are all highly ranked, but with 
noticeably more disagreement on computer simulation. Improvement of feeding rules, although being ranked 
somewhat lower, shows a larger disagreement; and when the response pool is limited to those who have tried 
them it ranks remarkably higher. In fact, this technique ranks higher than insulated risers and design changes 
for those who had tried them. Another technique which increases upon trying appears to be exothermic mold 
materials, although the overall rating remains only sixth best. Techniques which had a decrease in rating with 
respondents who had tried them are tapered risers and specialty sands (both rated lower to begin with), and 
chills are rated in the lower half, and appear unchanged in the “tried” response list. 

The ratings for unconventional yield improvement methods are presented in Table VIII. By definition, 
these are methods which have not been tried much and when tried they appear to have given mixed results. 
The vast majority of respondents unfortunately did not respond to this question, and whether that is an 
indication of lack of knowledge preventing a response attempt, or disinterest, can only be guessed. These 
methods are viewed with a great deal of skepticism since all rank low. Only vertical/horizontal stacking of 
castings has a favorable rating though still only 2.27, but there was disagreement among foundries which had 
tried it. Water-cooled chills and induction heating of risers rank next, but then again there is disagreement. 
Methods for which there is general agreement that they are poor prospects are water cooled molds, arc 
heating of risers and direct water spraying; and it should be noted that these are perhaps the most radically 
unconventional techniques in the list. This response is probably not surprising, but indicates a hurdle to 
overcome in implementing unconventional yield improvement methods. 
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Casting Yield Data 

The reported (average yield as reported directly in the survey) and computed (from the tonnage 
shipped and melted) casting yields averaged per survey response were 53.3% and 52.1%, respectively. 
They are remarkably close, as they should be. This serves as a check on this critical figure reported in the 
survey. The distribution of the reported average yield is given in Figure 6, and there is very little skew to the 
data and only no outliers. In Table IX is given a summary of the average, minimum and maximum casting 
yields averaged on a per response basis, on a per ton shipped basis and per unit shipped basis, The 
distributions for the reported minimum and maximum yields are shown in Figures 7 and 8 respectively. Note 
that the average and maximum casting yield on a per ton basis is about 10% greater than the per response 
average since this figure is dominated by the railroad suppliers, who will be shown to have a statistically much 
higher yield. The per units averaged yield figures will be dominated by those producing smaller castings in 
the 0 to 25 Ib range. Hence, the average and minimum casting yields determined by a per unit weighted 
average are smaller; the average yield by just a few percent, and the minimum yield by about 15%. How one 
determines the averaging basis for the casting yield effects the resulting average casting yield. In Figure 7 
the minimum yield is slightly skewed toward the low side, and the opposite skewness is seen in the maximum 
reported casting yield in Figure 8. The average, minimum (worst case) and maximum (best case) casting yield 
averaged per response are compared in Figure 9. There was a good correlation between minimum and 
average casting yields as shown in Figure 10. This indicated that if the worst case yield is high, the overall 
average is higher. It is also remarkable that no such trend appears with the maximum yield; regardless of how 
good the very best yield is, the average yield is appears unaffected. 

When yields are computed on the basis of steel tonnage produced by risering method as shown in 
Table X, it was found that tonnage produced by in house rules and the SFSA guidelines have high yields. 
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Casting simulation is one of the lower resulting yields. This could be explained by the fact that casting 
simulation is generally used on the toughest parts a foundry casts, and the foundries which use it are casting 
difficult and complex parts. Hence, the comparison is not fair. Here, again, note that a high average yield 
appears to go hand-in-hand with a high minimum yield while the maximum yield appears to have little effect 
on the average yield. The average, maximum, and minimum casting yields averaged on a per tonnage 
produced by steel type, by molding method and for a given end use are also given in Table X. The weighting 
equation used to produce these averages is given below for the example of tonnage produced by plain carbon 
steel type 

where N is the total number of respondents, and the subscript i refers to the i-th response. By examining the 
casting yields in Table X, comparisons can be drawn on which risering method, steel type, molding method, 
and product end-use categories produce on average higher or lower casting yields. Note that on a simple 
averaged comparison, interactions between categories cannot be discerned (i.e. the high yield of carbon 
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steels and low yield of stainless are influenced not only by the steel grade, but also by the types of castings 
being produced. Some observations on these averages are: 

For steel type 

Carbon and wear resistant steel show the highest average casting yields, and carbon in 
particular shows the highest worst case (minimum) yield. 

Heat resistant steel shows the highest maximum yield on average. 

Corrosion resistant steels show the lowest average casting yield, which is also indicated by 
its very low value of worst case yield. 

The maximum casting yield values vary by about 10% while the minimum (or worst case) 
casting yield show a 21% variation. 
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For molding type 

There is the least degree of variation between yields when averaged by tonnage produced 
by molding method. However, green sand casting molding tonnage produces on average 
a noticeably higher yield. It should be noted that, green sand casting shows a high 
correspondence with railroad end-use. 

For casting end-use 

A dramatically higher casting yield is observed in railroad producers. As observed in Table 
IX, the casting yields average on a per ton basis are higher than those computed on a per 
response and per unit basis. This is due to rail producers dominating the end-use tonnage 
distribution. The higher average yield of the rail producers does not appear to be due to their 
best case casting yield, but is probably due to the fact that even their worst case castings 
have high yields (see minimum yield data in Table X). 

The next highest yields appear in the mining and truck producing categories. These 
categories also revealed to have the next highest minimum observed yields. This is more 
evidence that higher average yield is achieved by increasing the yield of worst case castings 
(rather than getting the best possible yield out of best case castings). 

The lowest average and worst case (minimum) casting yields were noted in the pump and 
valve categories, and the oil, military, construction and industrial categories were not much 
better. 

The military production best case (or maximum) observed yield is the lowest of any category. 
This may not be too surprising owing to the standards which are required. 

In Figure 11 a plot is shown of the tonnage of steel produced by various risering methods according 
to the survey responses. Rules developed in-house predominate as the most used risering methodology with 
50% use on a tonnage basis. The next highest methods used are the SFSA publications with about a 20% 
share. The actual usage of the SFSA guidelines is perhaps even higher than the plot would indicate as they 
are typically the starting point from which in-house rules were derived. Non-SFSA publications (Wlodawer, 
Heine, FOSECO and Exomet were mentioned) were used on about a 10% share of the tonnage. Computer 
simulation of casting solidification was used on about 8% of the reported tonnage, and rule-based software 
was used on about 5% of the tonnage. 

ANALYSIS OF FACTORS INFLUENCING CASTING YIELD 

In the yield survey results of the previous section the relative importance and interactions between 
factors affecting casting yield were not statistically prioritized or identified. By using the analysis of variance 
(ANOVA) and multivariate ANOVA analysis technique, the data gathered in the survey regarding casting 
geometry and production data are added to the analysis to search for the most important factors affecting 
casting yield. In ANOVA analysis, the possible sources of variation of a variable (say casting yield in our case) 
are tested for the significant factors contributing to its observed variation. If a factor or source of variation is 
found to be a statistically important contribution to that variation, the ANOVA analysis produces two figures 
of merit which signify the factor’s importance. One of these, the F-ratio (or Fisher ratio) is a measure of the 
statistical significance of a factor; the higher the F-ratio is, the greater the probability that a given factor has 
a significant effect on the variation of casting yield. The second figure, the significance (or p-value), is an 
indicator of how random the effect of a given factor is on the variation in the variable of interest. A high 
significance indicates a high probability that a factor has a random effect, and the lower the 
significance the greater the probability that the factor’s effect is not random. The ANOVA analysis also 
provides the contribution to the variation in the variable of interest due to a given factor. In this case, the 
ANOVA analysis gives the contribution in percentage of the variation in casting yield due to factor of interest. 
The ANOVA analysis is used here with linear regression to indicate the manner and degree to which the 
casting yield is effected by a given factor. Here the dependence of casting yield on a factor is prescribed to 
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be linear, and ANOVA analysis will be used to detect which of the hypothesized effects (or their interactions) 
are statistically significant. 

The results of the one-way ANOVA tests with no interactions on factors affecting average, minimum, 
and maximum casting yield are given in Table XI. In this table the results are presented by the type of casting 
yield (average, worst case or best case) with variables organized into various headings such as overall 
production data and steel composition. The tables also include, under the Statistical Evidence column, the 
assessment from the SAS program as to whether a given factor has more than simply a random effect on the 
casting yield. SAS bases this assessment on the significance (p-value) which is the probability that the 
variation in results observed is not the results of random chance alone. The following p-value ranges are 
assigned at the 95% level to the following five categories of Significance in Table XI: 

and the above categories are indicated in Table XI using the terms: no, not much, weak, yes and strong 
respectively. 

The effect of a variable’s influence on increasing or decreasing yield can be determined by the 
regression formula given in the final column of each table. The linear regression formulas contain the SAS 
variables V1, V2, and V3 for average, maximum and minimum yield respectively. The independent variable 
is the variable being considered in that table row. Tables in the complete survey report also detail all variables 
considered which were found not to have a statistical effect on yield. For consistency the ANOVA table results 
given here were computed without discarding any observations. 

Results of ANOVA for Average Casting Yield 

Variables with the strongest statistical influence on average casting yield are summarized below (in 
order of significance): 

Factors of Strong Significance on Average Yield 
1, Tonnage per pattern (yield increases with its increase) 
2. Percentage of pump and valve production (yield decreases with its increase) 
3. Percentage of rail production (yield increases with its increase) 
4. Percentage use of in-house risering rules (yield increases with its increase) 
5. Percentage of industrial production (yield decreases with its increase) 
6. Percentage of corrosion resistant production (yield decreases with its increase) 
7. Minimum section thickness (yield increases with its increase) 
Factors of Significance on Average Yield 
8. Average section thickness (yield increases with its increase) 
9. Percentage of wear resistant production (yield increases with its increase) 
10. Typical casting “box” volume/average casting weight (yield decreases with its increase) 

The most significant factor influencing average casting yield is a variable related to mass production, 
tonnage per pattern. This variable does not distinguish between many casting made of a single smaller 
pattern, or fewer castings made of larger/heavier patterns. In both cases foundries are able to refine and 
optimize their process leading to higher yields. The number of units per pattern did show a weak statistical 
significance when all observations were included, and average casting weight (formed by the tonnage per 
pattern divided by the number of units per pattern) showed no statistical influence on casting yield. However, 
when one influential observation was discarded, the number of units per pattern was found to be significant 
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with p = 0.0011, and was associated with a positive effect on yield with its increase. 

It was already shown in Table X that pump producers and rail producers have the lowest and highest 
production weighted yields respectively. In the ANOVA analysis it is demonstrated that the influence of the 
production rate for these end-uses have a statistically strong influence on average yield. The rate of pump 
and valve production having a high negative influence on yield and accounting for about 36% of the variation 
in yield, and rail production accounts for about a 32% of the average yield variation and has a high positive 
effect on yield. The use of in-house risering rules ranks as the next most important effect on average yield, 
accounting for 25% of the variation. This result may be influenced by the use of in-house rules by railroad 
producers; the two highest railroad producers also reported 100% and 90% in-house rule use (see the final 
report for more details). The use of in-house rules is also an indication that foundries have directed efforts 
in refining and tailoring their process themselves, and therefore its association with increased yield is 
understandable. The industrial end-use category is also associated with a strong negative impact on yield, 
and this is followed by corrosion resistant steel production which is also has a negative influence on yield. 

Since corrosion resistant steel production showed a strong statistical association with both pump and 
valve production (p-value = 0.0015), it remains to be determined whether this is due to the type of steel itself 
or a dependence on the end use of many corrosion resistant steel castings. An analysis using induction 
melting showed a strong statistical correlation with corrosion resistant steel (p-value = 0.0010) and weak 
association with pumps and valves (p-value = 0.0506), and was shown to have no effect on yield. This is 
evidence that the deleterious effect of corrosion resistant steels is due to their association with pump and 
valve castings rather than the inherent properties of corrosion resistant steel. However, the results of Varga 
et al. (1958) among others show clearly the additional difficulties involved with feeding castings of increasing 
alloying elements. On their face the survey results directly support the poor casting yield/feeding 
characteristics of corrosion resistant steels. 

Two thickness variables appear next in the list; minimum thickness which has a strong significance 
with average yield and average section thickness which has an effect, but in the statistical class below 
“strong”. Note that minimum thickness appears to be more important than the average thickness, and that 
these geometric variables, though identified as important, are less important than “production” related 
variables. Maximum thickness was not identified as a significant effect on average casting yield. 

Following percentage of wear resistance production in the list, is a variable derived from responses 
to geometric questions as to casting size and weight. By taking the reported typical casting’s length, width 
and height and then multiplying them to create a casting “box” volume, and then dividing this volume by the 
foundry’s average casting weight, a specific volume for the casting’s rangyness was formed. For castings 
whose dimensions were large, but the average weight was small; this factor has a large value, and it is 
assumed that such a casting is rangier than a casting whose overall box dimensions are smaller and whose 
weight is higher. It was found that this derived variable proved a statistically significant factor, and that its 
effect is as one would logically expect, when its value increases (i.e. a rangier casting) it is associated with 
a slight decrease in average casting yield. 

It is also important to note the factors which do not have an influence on casting yield, according to 
the survey responses. Average casting weight had no influence, and only a weak influence was observed 
with the number of different casting patterns produced each year. Molding practice had no discernable effect. 
In the risering rules category, only “in-house rules” was found to have an important influence and it was 
positive. All other risering methodologies either had “no effect” or “not much”, and when the effect was found 
it was negative (for SFSA Guidelines, in-house rules based software and casting simulation). Variables which 
might be expected not to have an effect on yield by themselves such as casting length, width and height, and 
melting practice; did not. 

Minimum and maximum casting yield data were also analyzed for factors influencing them. Unlike 
average yield and minimum yield few statistically defendable factors influencing maximum casting yield were 
found. The dependence between the three reported yields were also examined, and the only dependence 
found was between average and minimum reported casting yields. As shown in Figure 10, this dependence 
appears excellent and has a strong statistical significance (p-value = 0.0000). According to the ANOVA 
analysis between average yield and minimum yield, 65% of the variation in average casting yield can be 
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accounted for by the variation in minimum yield. One possibility for this relationship could be that 
foundries adapt a level of conservatism in their methoding practice based on the worst case scenario 
they might experience. Furthermore, the results for best case casting yield show statistical evidence 
of a statement often heard in foundries; that great casting yields can be had by any foundry if they 
are willing to put in the effort and expense of achieving them. 

Results of ANOVA for Minimum Casting Yield 

A number of the factors which were found to have a strong influence on average yield appeared as 
strong factors on minimum casting yield. The factors influencing minimum casting yield are listed below in 
order of significance: 

Factors of Strong Significance on Minimum Yield 
1. Tonnage per pattern (yield increases with its increase) 
2. Minimum section thickness (yield increases with its increase) 
3. Percentage of rail production (yield increases with its increase) 
4. Percentage of pump and valve production (yield decreases with its increase) 
5. Number of units per pattern (yield increases with its increase) 
Factors of Significance on Minimum Yield 
6. Percentage use of in-house risering rules (yield increases with its increase) 
7. Percentage of oil end-use production (yield decreases with its increase) 
8. Percentage of industrial end-use production (yield decreases with its increase) 
9. Typical casting “box” volume/average casting weight (yield decreases with its increase) 

As with average yield, variables dealing with mass production and production end-use appear to be 
the most important variables effecting minimum casting yield. The tonnage per pattern is the most important 
factor contributing to minimum casting yield accounting for 50% of the variation in minimum casting yield. This 
variation is substantially greater than the 38% variation effect this variable had on average yield. Although 
the fifth variable in the list, units produced per pattern appears as a strong factor on minimum yield. Its effect 
on the variation is a noticeable step down from the top four factors in the list. This factor was not of 
importance in average casting yield unless one influential observation was removed. Here it is determined 
to be a strong factor, but again not as strong as the tons produced per casting. In any event, the effect of 
mass production on increasing casting yield is statistically demonstrated. 

The second variable in this list, minimum section thickness, has a stronger influence on minimum yield 
than it had on average yield, and average section thickness has only a weak statistical effect on minimum. 
This demonstrates an important correlation between minimum section thickness and corresponding minimum 
casting yield. As was the case with average yield, there is no observable influence from maximum section 
thickness. Rail and pump and valve production are again shown to have a strong statistical influence. In this 
case, with minimum yield, rail has a slightly stronger effect, but both are shown to have a similar effect on the 
variation of minimum casting yield; 26% and 24% of the variation in minimum yield accounted for by rail and 
pump and valve production respectively. Minimum section thickness is only slightly higher than this with 27% 
of the variation in minimum yield owing to its effect. 

Factors which were found to influence minimum yield, though not strongly, were the use of in-house 
rules (strong effect on average yield), oil end-use production (weak effect on average yield), industrial end-use 
production (strong effect on average yield), and effective casting “box” volume to weight ratio. This last factor 
in the list above, the "rangyness "factor, has a 13% effect on the variation for minimum yield. Of the other 
factors appearing to have some statistical influence, the number of different casting patterns made per year 
has a negative effect on casting yield which is reasonable. However, it is remarkable that this apparently does 
not have more of an effect on casting yield. 

Results of ANOVA for Maximum Casting Yield 

In the case of maximum reported casting yield, the lack of statistical evidence on factors which are 
of influence was remarkable. The factors influencing maximum casting yield are listed below in order of 
significance (again, see Table XI): 
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Factors of Strong Significance on Maximum Yield 
1. Percentage use of risering software based on in-house rules (yield decreasing with its increase) 
Factors of Significance on Maximum Yield 
2. Tonnage per pattern (yield increases with its increase) 
Factors of Weak Significance on Maximum Yield 
3. Percentage of corrosion resistant production (yield decreases with its increase) 
4. Maximum section thickness (yield increases with its increase) 

These results demonstrate that there are probably many varied factors which determine the maximum 
yield reported in foundries, and therefore few standout in this analysis. In particular the lack of correlation with 
any of the end-use categories is noticed, while end-use influences appeared as dominant factors in the 
average and minimum yields. Percentage use of “in-house risering rule based software” is shown to have a 
strong (and the strongest) effect, but accounts for only 18% of the variation. This variation is modest by 
comparison with important factors for the minimum and average casting yield categories. Tonnage per 
pattern, the dominant factor in the other yields, has only a 15% variation effect on maximum reported yield. 

In part, because effects on maximum yield are so few, the above list also includes weak influences 
on maximum yield. Percentage of corrosion resistant steel production showed a weak effect (accounting for 
9% of the maximum yield variation). The maximum section thickness appears as a variable of importance 
affecting maximum yield. It did not previously appear to be of consequence in the minimum and average 
yields. The statistical dependence of minimum yield on minimum thickness, and maximum yield on maximum 
thickness has been shown here, in which the “type” of casting yield increases with increasing “type” of 
thickness for both cases. 

SUMMARY OF FACTORS INFLUENCING CASTING YIELD 

The variables which were identified by the survey as having the greatest effect on casting yield are 
summarized below. Summaries of the analysis are discussed below by the following topics; production 
related, end-use factors, steel type, casting geometry, and risering methodology related factors. Results of 
multivariate analysis, interactions and common factors acting along with the topics which were identified as 
significant are also discussed below. 

Production Related Factors 

The tonnage per pattern was identified as a significant factor for all categories of casting 
yield. Figures 12 and 13 provide plots of this data for average and minimum yield 
respectively for which it ranked as the strongest influence on yield. This indicates that mass 
production in tonnage per pattern is very advantageous in increasing casting yield, and 
demonstrates that if the process can be refined with accompanying mass production, then 
higher yields are statistically possible if not expected. 

The number of units per pattern was statistically demonstrated to be an important factor for 
minimum casting yield (strong significance) and average yield (weakly significant). The data 
for these two cases are given in Figures 50 and 51 for minimum and average yield 
respectively. In both figures a higher number of units produced per pattern is associated with 
increasing casting yield. This provided additional evidence of the advantage of mass 
production in making the casting process more efficient from the standpoint of casting yield. 

The number of different patterns used by foundries produced a logical but only weakly 
significant effect on casting yield. For average and minimum casting yield, an increasing 
number of different patterns used per year was statistically related to decreasing casting 
yield. In other words, the more, different castings a foundry produces, the lower the casting 
yield; this is the opposite of mass production. 
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End-use Related Factors 

End-use categories of pump and valve, rail, oil and industrial were shown to be significant 
and strongly significant factors affecting average and minimum casting yield. No end-use 
factors were identified as having any influence on maximum casting yield. 

Pump and valve production was strongly associated with decreasing the average and 
minimum reported casting yields as shown in Figures 16 and 17, respectively. Pump and 
valve production was also statistically associated with a decrease in average and minimum 
section thickness. As shown in Figure 18 for the case of average section thickness, 17.5% 
of its observed variation was attributable to variations in pump and valve end-use production 
with p = 0.0099 (strongly significant). For the case of minimum section thickness p = 0.0296 
accounting for 12% of the variation. 

Pump and valve production was also strongly correlated with corrosion resistant steel, and 
induction melting as well. The product of corrosion resistant and pump and valve did have 
a stronger significance (p = 0.004) than corrosion resistant alone, but not as strong as pump 
and valve alone. This is evidence that the decreased yield associated with more pump and 
valve casting is due to the type of castings (geometry) rather than the type of steel used. 
Pump and valve casting was also significantly related (p < 0.05) to an increase use of no 
bake molding materials. 

Railroad end-use castings have a strong significant positive effect on average and minimum 
yield as plotted in Figure 19 for the average yield. The reason for this is related to mass 
production in combination with casting geometry factors. 

Increased railroad end-use shows a corresponding increase in minimum section thickness 
(p < 0.05) as shown in Figure 20. Rail castings also showed a strong statistical association 
with increased mass production with tons per pattern (p = 0.0012); number of units per 
pattern p = 0.0246; and the product of the two having a significance of p = 0.0045 and all 
having an increase associated with an increase in railroad production. Railroad casting end- 
use data showed strong statistical evidence of association with an increase in carbon steel 
castings (p = 0.0072), and some statistical evidence of an association with increased green 
sand use (p = 0.03) was observed. 

An increase in the production rate of industrial castings is strongly associated with a 
decrease in average casting yield and significantly related to a decrease in minimum casting 
yield. The main, statistically evident, reasons for this appears to be the significance of 
minimum section thickness decreasing with increasing industrial production (p = 0.031 ). 
Some statistical evidence (but not much) exists to show that an increase in industrial casting 
production is associated with a decrease in mass production by the number of units produced 
per pattern (p = 0.26). 

Minimum casting yield decreases with increasing oil end-use casting production. This was 
statistically significant with p = 0.0268. However, an increase in oil end-use production was 
found to be statistically related (p = 0.0051) to an increase in pump and valve production. 
This was evidence of a secondary relationship affecting minimum casting yield for this case 
as oil end-use production was never more than 15% of a foundry’s tonnage. 

Steel Type Factors 

Corrosion resistant steel shows a negative effect (yield decreasing with its increase) on 
average casting yield (strongly significant) as shown in Figure 21, and on minimum casting 
yield (weakly significant). It is believed that this is due to the strong association between 
increased corrosion resistant steel use in pump and valve end-use castings as well as the 
feeding characteristics of the steel itself. 
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Wear resistant steel use shows a significant (p = 0.0252) association with increased casting 
yield with its increased use in castings. While there is no evidence from the survey to clarify 
this, foundries casting these steels are generally interested in surface quality and centerline 
shrink is usually not the primary concern. As a result, increased casting yield occurring with 
its increased use is logical. This data is plotted in Figure 22. 

Geometry Factors 

Increased minimum section thickness was strongly correlated with increased average and 
minimum casting yield as shown in Figures 23 and 24 respectively. 

Average section thickness showed a significant (but not strong) effect on increasing average 
casting yield as plotted in Figure 25. 

Maximum section thickness showed a weakly significant effect on increasing maximum 
casting yield. No other section thickness category was shown to be significant for maximum 
yield. There was also a wider spread in the maximum section data when compared with the 
minimum and average section thicknesses. 

While certain classes of castings (i.e. pump and valve end-use) showed relations with section 
thickness. There do not appear to be any other combined factors with the section thickness 
data to explain the increased casting yield with increased minimum and average section 
thickness. It is therefore surmised that the effect of section thickness is primarily important 
on its own. 

The derived variable used to describe casting “rangyness”, casting box volume divided by 
casting weight, was shown to be significant in the cases of average and minimum reported 
casting yield. A high value of this ratio is associated with a rangier casting than one having 
a smaller value. The actual number associated with this ratio has a relative meaning. The 
minimum casting yield is plotted in Figure 26, and the average yield plot is quite similar. 
Logically, in both yield categories, a decrease in casting yield is associated with an increase 
in this ratio. 

The casting box modulus (volume/surface area) was shown to be significant for the case of 
minimum casting yield only (p = 0.2079). Casting yield was shown to increase with its 
increase. 

The casting “box” dimensions in length width and height did not show any statistical influence 
on yield by themselves. 

Risering Methodology Factors 

The increased use of in-house risering rules showed a strong statistical significance with 
increased average casting yield, and a significant effect in increasing minimum casting yield. 
This data is plotted in Figure 27 for the case of average casting yield. 

A strong statistical significance was found between increasing use of in-house developed 
risering software and maximum casting yield. This was one of a relatively small number of 
factors (compared to average and minimum yield) found to be of significance in examination 
of the maximum yield data. 

Not much significance was associated with the effects of increased SFSA risering guideline 
use. Only for the case of average casting yield was an effect shown to be of any significance 
(p = 0.1279), and unfortunately the increased use of SFSA guidelines is related to a decrease 
in average yield. 
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Combined Effects 

This section includes factors which were found to contribute to casting yield when examined using 
ANOVA in combination with other factors. 

Casting weight was not found to be a statistically significant factor on casting yield by itself. 
When combined with the production variables, tons per pattern and units per pattern in a 
multivariate ANOVA analysis, it was found to be significant. When the product of average 
weight and tons per pattern was analyzed it was found to be significant (p = 0.0122). Its 
increase was associated with an increase in casting yield when analyzed on its own. When 
used in a multivariate analysis with casting weight, tons per pattern, and their product; tons 
per pattern was not significant, and the product turned out to be quite strongly significant (p 
= 0.0086), and casting weight also was significant (p = 0.0972). In this analysis all factors 
had the effect of increasing casting yield with their increase. This indicated that casting 
weight in combination with other mass production variables has more of a relationship with 
casting yield than casting weight alone. 

The product of tons per pattern and units per pattern gave a strong significant effect on the 
average yield (p = 0.0007). This demonstrates the importance of mass production when a 
large tonnage and a large number of castings are being produced of a given pattern. This 
effect is not as great as tons per pattern alone, but it is of much greater significance than 
units per pattern alone. 

ADDITIONAL RESULTS FROM END-USE CATEGORIES 

The following results indicate that, depending on the type of casting, it can be more or less useful to 
develop and use improved feeding rules. 

There was weak statistical evidence (p = 0.1139) of increased use of in-house rules by 
railroad casting producers as shown in Figure 28. 

Oil end-use production was significantly related (p = 0.0327) to decreasing use of in-house 
risering rules. 

The respondents’ answers to the questions regarding the reasons for lower casting yields were 
analyzed by end-use category. This reveals not only the issues of importance for a given type of casting 
producer, but also insight into reasons for higher or lower casting yields. 

Railroad producers responded significantly lower (from ANOVA analysis with p = 0.0021) to 
the question of whether complex castings were an issue of importance. Pump and valve 
producers were shown to respond that this was an issue of increasing concern, but with 
somewhat less significance (p = 0.1694). 

With increasing railroad production, the use of side risers (p = 0.0125) and the issue of 
internal voids (p = 0.0214) were indicated to be of decreasing importance in affecting casting 
yield. 

There was statistical significance (p = 0.02) associated with increasing level of importance 
of dimensional control in rail castings. Other issues were shown to be of decreasing 
importance in railroad end-use. 

Pump and valve production did not demonstrate any significant relationships with the level 
of response to the “issues affecting casting yield” questions. 

Analysis of the “issues” questions with average casting yield revealed that a lower casting 
yield was significantly related (p = 0.0478) to a higher level of response to the importance of 
complex castings in limiting casting yield. 
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The importance of quality as an issue limiting casting yield was shown to be weakly 
significant (p = 0.1464) in being associated with a decrease in average casting yield with an 
increasing level of its reported importance. Combined with the previous finding, this indicates 
that the complexity of a casting may be more of a constraint on casting yield than quality 
requirements, and both are related to decreased casting yield when they are of greater 
concern. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Casting yield and yield improvement issues were investigated using the survey responses from steel 
foundries. The primary goals of this study were to determine the current state of casting yield, determine 
factors which influenced casting yield, and identify prospective methods of yield improvement. It was also a 
goal to identify opportunities for improving casting yield by pinpointing problem areas where large 
improvements in yields are possible. As a means of verifying the sample pool, a profile of foundries that 
responded to the questionnaire data on the sample pool was also collected and is presented in this report. 
Overall, the sample pool profile was found to be representative of the steel casting industry. 

Depending on how the casting yield is averaged for the survey responses, one ends up with different 
results for the average yield. Weighted on a per response average, the worst case, average and best case 
casting yields were found to be 33%, 53%, and 73% respectively. If the casting yield averages are determined 
on a per ton basis, a higher set of yields was found: 41%, 61% and 77% for the worst case, average and best 
case casting yields, respectively. It was found that high best case casting yields could be had by most 
foundries , and there was a drop off in factors contributing to maximum casting yield. For the case of 
minimum/worst case casting yield, there were a number of contributing factors which could be identified. Also, 
there was a strong statistical relationship between a foundry’s reported average and worst case casting yields. 

Casting yield was shown to be related to several variables which reappeared in the analysis of the 
minimum, average and maximum casting yields. Mass production related variables, tons per pattern and 
number of units cast per pattern, were shown to be strongly significant in relation to increasing casting yield 
with their increase. Several end-use categories (which reflect both casting type and quality requirements) 
were also shown to be strongly related to casting yield. In the case of pump and valve castings, their 
increased production was associated with a drop in casting yield. The opposite was found in railroad castings 
which was shown to be strongly related to casting yield increases. Section thickness, primarily minimum and 
average section thickness, was revealed to be strongly related to increasing casting yield with their increase. 
Maximum thickness did not reveal such a relationship indicating that very thick section should not be expected 
to continue the trend to higher casting yields. Indeed very thick sections have their own challenges for 
foundrymen to overcome. Higher yields were also statistically related to the use of risering methods/rules 
developed in-house. This is an indication of the benefit of improved feeding rules, and the advantages of 
study and experimentation with the casting process. 

The survey questions addressing the reasons for lowered casting yield showed complex casting and 
section thickness followed by high quality standards to be of the highest concern. When average casting yield 
was compared with these responses, a relationship between increasing level of response to these questions 
and lower casting yield was shown. Microporosity, for which the existing SFSA feeding rules were developed, 
was ranked as an important defect limiting casting yield, and examination of this defect limiting casting yield 
makes sense, To pursue this, additional research for the project for which this survey was conducted has 
been performing computational studies (Beckermann et al., 1997) in re-evaluating those rules using the 
Niyama criteria for microporosity prediction. 

The conventional yield improvement methods were rated higher than all of the unconventional yield 
improvement methods but one, vertical and horizontal stacking of castings. Computer simulation, insulating 
sleeves, changing the design of parts to make them casting friendlier, and improved feeding rules were all 
rated high by respondents in the conventional yield improvement category. The methods classified as 
unconventional did prove to be that, as few had been attempted by respondents. Along with stacking 
castings, methods of active heating by induction showed the next highest level of promise, followed by water 
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cooled chills. From these responses, it is clear that casting trials, extensive testing, and demonstrations of 
success will be required to convince respondents of attempting unconventional methods. 

When attempting to apply new or unconventional methods to steel shape casting with the goal of 
improving casting yield, the survey results lead to several conclusions. Depending of the type of casting and 
its end-use there will probably have to be different approaches taken to achieve higher yields. In the case of 
rail castings, yields are already quite high, and so is the tonnage produced. A small increase in yield could 
mean large energy/capacity savings due to the tonnages involved. In this category, methods which take 
advantage of the mass production already existing in this sector should be examined, Since these castings 
(approximately 0.60 $/lb) are not as costly as pump and valve castings (which can be 10 to 15 $/lb) the 
monetary savings would not be great unless implemented on a mass scale. In the case of pumps and valves, 
a sector which has quite a different outlook from railroad castings as far as yield goes, the yields and tonnages 
are certainly lower. The possibility of energy and tonnage/capacity savings are not as great due to the smaller 
tonnage produced. However, the opportunity to increase yield is excellent due to the current lower yields. 
Due to their higher costs, increased casting yields for these more complex castings (with generally thinner 
sections) leads to higher profits. Indeed, the cost of an active, unconventional yield improvement method is 
more easily justified for these types of castings. Furthermore, if such methods could be extended, with cost 
savings, to mass production scaled operations, they could also be justified for the type of castings exemplified 
in the railroad end-use category. 

The use of improved risering and feeding rules seems to hold great promise according the survey 
responses. If this course is pursued, the survey results indicate that issues related to thin sections and 
complex castings will need to be considered in reformulating less conservative feeding rules if the lowest 
yields are to be increased while maintaining casting quality level, and consideration of the level of quality 
required of a casting might also be examined in developing improved and, where possible, less conservative 
risering guidelines. 
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