
57:020 lab                                  VISCOSITY                    
 
1. Obtain instruments out of cabinet.                                                                                           

(stop watch, steel & Teflon balls, thermometer, crooked screwdriver and paper 
towels) 

 
2. Use crooked screwdriver to gently open top of glycerin container. 
 
3. Prepare stop watch. 
 
4. Drop ball down to stopper. Be sure to center balls to drop on stopper or they may slip 

by. 
 
5. Release stopper but be prepared to activate stopwatch, especially with steel balls. 
 
6. Time ball drop. 
 
Repeat steps 4-6 for 10 balls. 
 
7. Dump the container over and use strainer to retrieve balls.  Try to make sure they 

don’t get stuck in the drainage holes.  If they do, use long steel rod to release and wait 
until they drop down again.  You may need to get them off the ledge, then tip and 
retrieve with strainer. 

 
8. Take temperature of glycerin while upside down, carefully holding thermometer 

within very small window of height. 
 
 


